God tries again…

Last week we talked about the Creation and the Fall. All that magnificent work in Creation, and it unravelled so quickly! How could an all-wise God get it so wrong?  

I tried to contact someone who could explain this to me, but the only answer I got was this strange message by email.  Let me read it to you…
You Stupid Human! Satan here, answering all your questions.
Of course Creation would go wrong! Talk about sloppy work!

That God guy rushed everything through so quickly, as though he needed to get it all finished so he could go fishing on the weekend. He just grabbed a handful of clay and made Adam. Then he realised that wouldn’t work – for obvious reasons! – so he pinched a bit off the side, as though making biscuits, to make Eve.

How lazy is that? Where was the design process? Where was the prototype testing? Were where the revisions and improvements? No; he just put them in his back yard and told them to take care of it. No formal training, no easy-reference manual with an index or diagrams, and worst of all, no 24/7 online backup! What could go wrong?

But this God guy was too proud to admit his blunder. He kept going, as brother killed brother, the Nephilim got up to mischief with the young girls, and the Gabarim set up their extortion rackets. Soon the whole world was a shambles! Even if it sounds like a boast, I thought I did a pretty good job, overall.
Then this God guy finally decided that enough was enough. He was on the point of scrubbing the whole project. But that would be to admit defeat, so he decided to give it one last try.  He picked the best human in the whole world. Not just any lump of clay! Nah, this bloke Noah was blameless, even after living six hundred years in that cesspit of a society. Not counting that he also managed to live with his in-laws without strangling them!

God told him to build a huge floating coffin. So he did. God told him to stuff it full of animals. So he did! Mucking it out must have been a nightmare, but at least that was something the in-laws could do. And the guy is so spineless that he doesn’t say a word, not even to ask ‘Why?’
But I had it all covered. That God guy ended up cursing Adam’s oldest boy, but this time around I got one better. Once his little holiday cruise was ended, I arranged for mister marvellous Noah to disgrace himself. And the first words Noah utters are to curse his own son! Who needs God to curse people, when you can get fathers to curse their own sons? My mission was accomplished.

Not even the finest, most heroic, hand-picked man in the world was good enough! Adam wasn’t just an unlucky first attempt; Noah proved the whole idea was a failure!

Anyway, I’ve spent enough time gloating; I’ll see you later, when you’re dead!

Yours fatally,

Satan
So was Noah’s Flood a ‘second attempt’?  Let’s look at it.

The first thing that happens is ‘the fountains of the deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened’.
The next thing is that all dry land goes under water. Then birds and land animals perished. Does that sound familiar?  Let me show you a table…
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DAY
CREATION




FLOOD

1
Heavens created



no effect on Earth

2
Sky and Sea separated


Sky and Sea merge
3
Dry Land appears



Dry land disappears

4
Heavenly bodies



No effect on Earth

5
Birds and fish created


Birds destroyed

6
Land animals and Humans created

Land animals and humans destroyed

So it can be seen that this not random. This is an ‘Uncreation’ of everything under heaven. But it doesn’t stop there. Eventually God restores the dry land, and Noah and his three sons come out, and animals are one more on the face of the Earth. In 9:20, where our English translations say ‘Noah became a farmer’, the Hebrew is literally ‘a man of the ‘Adamah’, a ‘man of the soil’, to remind us that he is the new, improved Adam.
Oh, did I say THREE sons? Who else had three sons? Yep! Adam! It’s Creation all over again, in a world washed clean. Surely this time everything will go well!
But Noah disgraces himself, just as Adam sinned. And one of Noah’s sons is cursed, just as one of Adam’s is cursed.

But read on further. The next story in Genesis is how people in the East built the Tower of Babel. Why?  For protection, so they would not be scattered. Who else started a building project? Yep! Cain went to the east and built a city. What’s the difference between a city and a village? A city has walls, for protection. The same old same old is happening again.

Even with the best man in the world, a Fall seems inevitable. There’s only one thing that God can do. He starts doing that with Abram.

God does something vey different with Abram. Up until now, God had given commands, and pass or failure depends on obeying the commands. But with Abram, who does the wrong thing repeatedly, God demands not obedience, but TRUST. Not compliance, but relationship.

Now, let’s step back a bit. Genesis as we have it today was written during the Exile, in Babylon. By men who realised that Israel had failed miserably at keeping the Law of Moses. Yet, they were confident that God would persist with them. Why?

Because God doesn’t want slaves who obey him.  He wants sons and daughters who love him. These first eleven chapters of Genesis were written to push that message. Commandments and obedience have been shown to be totally inadequate as a way of becoming what God wants us to be. Instead, the story of Abram is there to show how God’s real, long-term purpose is to be fulfilled. By a trusting relationship.

So Abraham is NOT a ‘second attempt’, a ‘Plan B’.  The faith of Abraham is what God wanted all along. Adam and the Fall, Noah and the Tower of Babel, were not failures.  They were God showing us that legalism always ends in sin, no matter how good the starting position.  He has given us two worked examples to study, to prove that.
And then, in contrast, he approves of Abraham. Yes, Abraham, the man who stumbled repeatedly but trusted.

So take from the first chapters of Genesis that same message St. Paul did. Commandments serve only to demonstrate our failure. But trust and love are what God is really about. Your stumbles will be forgiven, so long as you trust.
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EXAMPLE


PASS/FAIL CRITERION


RESULT

Adam



Don’t eat the fruit



Failure

Noah



Maintain your perfect record

Failure
Abraham


Trust me, despite your failures

Accepted
-------------------------

