
Preparation  

 We bring who we truly are  To the God of life let us bring ourselves 
some weary, some energetic, some contented, some disquieted 
We bring who we truly are  To the God of truth let us bring ourselves 
some trusting, some doubting, our questions and our certainties 
We bring who we truly are  To the God of light let us bring ourselves 
our achievements, our failures, our public selves, our hidden selves 
We bring who we truly are  To the God of hope let us bring ourselves 
our dreams and visions, our despair, our yearnings 
We bring who we truly are  To the God of all Creation let us bring ourselves 
we broken, we blessed, made in God’s image, loved beyond measure 
We bring who we truly are 
Let us offer our worship and be open to God’s light and life among us.   

Respect for Country and Welcoming Light      © A.Koh-Butler, 2017 
We listen to the breath of the earth.  May we hear the groaning of creation. 
We listen to the sighing of the wind.  May we hear the songs from the skies. 
We listen to the movement of the oceans and waters. 
May we hear the shared waters of life in our being. 
We open our ears to the wisdom of the Land and her peoples. 
May we listen, both to the silence and the speaking. 
We honour and pay our respects to those on whose Land we meet, 
especially the Wallemattegal people of the Darug-speakers. 
We pause and we listen.  A candle is lit.     …. 
Those who have ears – Hear! Those who have eyes – See! 
May we hear the voice of the Spirit in Creation,  
May our lives be illuminated by the Light of Christ now and to the end of time. 

 
Greeting of Peace  [Auslan: Peace be with you] 

The Land where we live  
– fear and hope 

 
Sunday October 17, 2021 



Song of Praise – You made a universe so full of wonder https://youtu.be/Kfad2JAiAWw  
© Ally Barrett, Music: Peter Burton 

You made a universe so full of wonder, gave us a world to cherish and to hold. 
But we have treated it as ours to plunder: what you gave freely, we have bought and sold. 
What you made perfect, we have torn asunder: do not, O Lord, your healing power withhold. 

 
In generous love, pattern of your caring, we have been blessed with more than we could need. 
But we have hoarded what was meant for sharing, corrupting what you gave as fruitful seed; 
and still it is your poorest children bearing the cost of all our selfishness and greed. 

 
We hear the voice that calls our generation, the urgent cry of beauty scarred by pain. 
Our lives must change in this and every nation so prayer and action shall not be in vain; 
we pledge to live in ways of restoration until your earth is whole and good again.  

Conversation with Friends  (Hawkesbury zone)  https://youtu.be/W5FiOuYl52U   

Confession and Assurance 
God of Creation, where are you when habitats are destroyed 
and the animals you created are burned alive  
or their habitats are destroyed by flame or flood? 
 Jesus replies, 'Behold my hands and my feet the deep wound in my side.' 
 
God of Creation, where are you when 
so many people suffered in bushfires and floods? 
Where are you when we see suffering around the world  
and in our local communities? 
 Jesus replies, 'Behold my hands and my feet the deep wound in my side.' 
 
God of Creation, where were you when embers fly 
and land on people's homes or when waters rise and destroy livelihoods? 
 Jesus replies, 
 'Behold my hands and my feet the deep wounds in my heart.' 
 I am with you. I suffer with you. I am here to heal you.' 
 
God is merciful and continually forgiving and restoring - Thanks be to God! 

Song - All these things  https://youtu.be/jMzOyU1PpWY  
 
The world and everything in it is the Lord’s 
Our lives and everyone in them are Yours 
Our bodies and our minds, Our thoughts and our desires 
You gave us all these things to do Your work 
 
Your purpose gives our lives their meaning Lord 
Give us hope and grace when we fall short 
Help us give up our possessions, To make earth more like heaven 
So that all we keep is truly Yours 
 



All these things are Yours - We hold them for a moment 
Our lives are but a shadow and an instant 
Yet you care for us and leave us space to make a difference 
In Your plan, in Your plan 
 
Every creature in the land or sea 
All those things that fly, every plant and every tree 
Every mountain that we climb, Hidden seams of wealth we mine 
All these gifts were never ours to keep 
 
We hold them for a moment 
Our lives are but a shadow and an instant 
Yet you care for us and leave us space to make a difference 
In Your plan, in Your plan 
 
You are the Lord of everything we have and everything we are 
And everyone we love 
You are our Lord, Our light and direction 
You are our breath and hope, Lord of everything 
 
All these things are Yours - We hold them for a moment 
Our lives are but a shadow and an instant 
Yet you care for us and leave us space to make a difference 
In Your plan, in Your plan     © Glen Powell, 2019 

Encountering Human and Divine 

Readings from Scripture  
 
Genesis 1:11-12, 26-30 (NRSV) Elizabeth Joannou 

Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every 
kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so. The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed 
in it. And God saw that it was good.    … 

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 

So God created humankind in his image, 
    in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living 
thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 



on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And 
it was so. 

… then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and the man became a living being. And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in 
the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. Out of the ground the LORD God made 
to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst 
of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Psalm 92:12-14   Jill Dixon 

The righteous flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
They are planted in the house of the LORD; they flourish in the courts of our God. 
In old age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap, 

Matthew 13:31-32 

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.’ 

John 15:1, 4-5 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower.  
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 

Interview – Part 3  https://youtu.be/qBbVelwjhH0  
 Rev Dr Amelia Koh-Buter and Rev Dr David Reichardt.  
 
Reflection  
 
 How Fear and Hope shapes my relationship with creation 
 

For years I heard how the desert was a dangerous place  
OR the bush had spiders and snakes  
OR be careful when you are at the beach not to get stuck in a rip.  
Safety was attached to awe, fear and respect for nature. 
 
My grandfather, who had mapped Northern Australia and parts of Borneo during WW2 used to 
take me on bushwalks to teach me bushcraft and safety. He had learnt from Aboriginal friends 
who had helped bring him up as a young boy living in a hut in bushland in Roseville Chase. Their 
bush knowledge had helped him to survive in the fearful environment, behind enemy lines, in 
Borneo.  
 
In 1970, when I was five, grandpa took me to desert and inland sites and we met with aboriginal 
Elders. It was an unusual thing for people to do in those days, but grandpa had a strong sense 



that Aboriginal people had a unique relationship with Creation, a deeper, greater respect and 
sense of responsibility for Country. At the time, we were marked in an ochre ceremony to be 
concerned for the earth. 
 
When I became a Christian and started to read the Bible, the commands of God to care for 
creation resonated strongly. What also resonated was the sense of being in awe and wonder at 
the One who places Creation in front of us. Throughout the Bible, we see people who are afraid 
– of one another, of their situations and of God… and time and time again, we hear the words: 
‘Fear not, for I am with you’…  
 
While we might let go of being afraid and acting out of our fears, a sense of respect and risk 
mitigation is also sensible. We are not meant to forget the role of awe and wonder in our faith. 
How we live out our faith is not meant to be so ‘ordinary’ that we forget the ‘extraordinary-ness 
of God’. 
 
The Biblical Creation stories we have referenced this morning serve to remind us that Creation 
is not static. There are life cycles, consequences, risks, investment… planting and tending are 
important. The stories of seeds and cedars and gardens and mustard are not just metaphors for 
church and society. They work well as metaphors because they are also literal. The quality of 
the earth in which we plant things is important to the quality of produce. If we think it is 
important to get the right ingredients to do life, perhaps we also need to remember to get the 
right ingredients to look after land. 
 
The Mustard Seed parable reminds us of the interconnectedness of ecosystems. The seed, the 
tree, the birds, the spread of mustard… it is an illustration of how all things are connected. 
Living in Parramatta, I am conscious of eels… Barramattagul means the place where eels lie 
down. As the eels from here grow to move beyond freshwater, they travel far away to the Coral 
Sea and sometimes well beyond… the ecosystem here impacts on the ecosystems in places as 
far away as Canada. More locally, when there are floods, eels repopulate rivers, dams and 
lagoons. They can travel over wet ground over significant distances. Watch out for silver eels in 
the Hawkesbury area over the coming seasons! 
 
When we heard about the cherry blossoms of Kurrajong, I was reminded about how fruit 
features in the scriptures. I assume the Garden in Genesis 1 must have had cherry trees! 
 
Next year, the World Federation of Methodist Women will meet online for the global 
Conference and the theme will be divine fruitfulness. As we explore the theme this year, 
mindful of global concerns about Climate Change, we are talking about connections with the 
lands from which we will be meeting online. We are currently taking photos of ourselves 
holding fruits… and I will be inviting the women from here to be photographed holding fruit. 
When I bite into something freshly grown from the garden or in the orchard, I know I 
experience appreciation and wonder at God the creator. 
With so much appreciation also comes the calling to take responsibility. 
We heard from Diane and our Hawkesbury friends about being prepared for bushfires and what 
it means to live with floods. We heard from Ann about the local church community realising the 
need to help with provisions during the floods and we, as a wider Uniting Church, commit to 
supporting Disaster Recovery Chaplains after bushfires and floods. 
 
The recovery is not just about people. Regeneration of animals, land, waterways, farms, eco-
systems – all of these are part of recovery, renewal, restoration. Care for creation must involve 
learning about how to best care for creation and doing our bit wherever we are – both in our 



own households and pressuring for policies that will be good for this whole planet… for all of 
God’s creation. 

Affirmation of Faith 
We believe that God creates all things, renews all things and celebrates all things. 
 

 We believe Earth is a sanctuary,  
a sacred planet filled with God’s presence, a home for us to share with our kin. 
 

 We believe that God became flesh and blood, became a piece of  Earth,  
an Earth  being called Jesus Christ, who lived and breathed and spoke among us, 
suffered and died on a cross, for all human beings and for all creation. 
 

 We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ at the core of creation 
reconciling all things to God, renewing all creation and filling the cosmos. 

 
 We believe the Spirit renews life in creation 

groans in empathy with a suffering creation, 
and waits with us for the rebirth of creation. 
 

 We believe that with Christ we will rise  
and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation. 

Spirit Empowering 

Song - While earth remains  https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=t5WFIXpZkng  
 

God, who made the earth, declared it good in the beginning,  
planned a time and purpose for all things that were and would be.  
 

While earth remains, there will seed-time and harvest,  
summer sun and winter moon, the dead of night, the bright day. 
 

Though humanity defiled the Eden God had cherished, 
God did not despise the world whose worth its Maker could see. 

 
So, in Christ God came from paradise to imperfection, 
Repossessing earth and people through a tomb a tree. 

 
Wood, though felled to earth, produced a blossom none could perish; 
Seed, though dead and fallen, burst to life and rose up again. 

 
We, who follow Christ, discover heaven through limitation; 
Pruned, we bear more fruit, and grafted to the vine we are free. 

Prayers of the People  
Jesus Christ, attune us to the deep mysteries of creation. 



Make our spirits sensitive to the forces of nature at work around us  
and the suffering of those who experience these forces in bushfires and floods. 

 Jesus Christ, make our hearts sensitive to the suffering of our kin, 
cries of agony from the bush, the forests and the mountains. 
Christ, teach us to care.  Amen 

Sending Song – God of Australia  https://youtu.be/GKWV9jbH0Qs  © Joshua Halls 2020 
 
We are a people, chosen by grace, from every nation and every race 
of those before us and those who come. We praise the God of Australia 
 
From every corner, from dry to sea, a great awakening of those who sleep 
One nation gathered, from near and far to praise the God of Australia  
 

You are the God of the Great South Land, Our shores written in your sovereign plan  
We are destined for revival's flood. You are the God of Australia  

 
You made a promise, your kingdom come, here as in heaven, your will be done 
The heavens open, come like a flood - Your Spirit come to Australia 
 
For when your people, called by thy name shall humbly gather, themselves and pray 
You hear from heaven, reach out your hand, Lord pour your Spirit on this land   

Word of Mission 
 Christ calls you to be his disciples, to serve him with love and compassion, 

to serve Earth by caring for creation, especially the land that God has given life 
so that we and all our kin may live. 
We will remember the bushlands! We will groan with all creatures. 

 We will prepare for new bushfires. We will care for creation! 
 We will learn from the forces of nature! 
 We will prepare our planet for safe habitation. 
 
Blessing  
 May the Spirit of God, who is above all and in all and through all, 

fill you with the knowledge of God’s presence 
pulsing in the bushlands of Earth and pulsing through Christ within you. 

 Go in peace! Serving Christ and loving Earth! 
 We go in peace, serving Christ and tending Earth. 
 
 


