A-J Study – Week 5
Session 5.  THE LAST SUPPER
RISKING THE LOSS OF FRIENDS 
Session Goals 
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Opening Activity – Remember a Special Meal

Invite people to remember a special meal with family or friends. It might have been a Christmas or a big birthday or an engagement or Chinese New Year…
Thank about who was present, what food, decorations, any special words spoken, where you sat, who did the preparation…
Each person has 90 seconds to share (have a timekeeper)

Ask the group:
· How were these special meals different from everyday meals?
· Why do you think meals are a big part of celebrations?
· How are meals part of the life of our community of faith?
Opening Prayer
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Watch Video Session #5

Read the story of the Passover – Exodus 12:21-28 
21 Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Go, select lambs for your families, and slaughter the passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood in the basin. None of you shall go outside the door of your house until morning. 23 For the LORD will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over that door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you down. 24 You shall observe this rite as a perpetual ordinance for you and your children. 25 When you come to the land that the LORD will give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this observance. 26 And when your children ask you, “What do you mean by this observance?” 27 you shall say, “It is the passover sacrifice to the LORD, for he passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt, when he struck down the Egyptians but spared our houses.”’ And the people bowed down and worshipped.
28 The Israelites went and did just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron.
Discuss
Thinking about Exodus (Chapters 1-11):
· What was the oppression that concerned God?
· What was God going to do to address it?
· What was the purpose of the Passover sacrifice?
Thinking about John 1:19-37
· What does John the Baptizer call Jesus in this passage?
· How does the title relate to the Passover story in Exodus 12?
· How does this understanding of who Jesus is change the understanding of the Passover offering?
Read Mark 14:66-72
66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.’ 68 But he denied it, saying, ‘I do not know or understand what you are talking about.’ And he went out into the forecourt.[a] Then the cock crowed.[b] 69 And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, ‘This man is one of them.’ 70 But again he denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.’ 71 But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not know this man you are talking about.’ 72 At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.’ And he broke down and wept.
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When we see these images, how do we sense Peter’s fear?

Thinking back to dinners…

· Did anyone ever say anything at a dinner that I found surprising or even offensive? How did I react?
· How is my fear preventing me from speaking out on behalf of someone or something that is precious to me?
· If I were not afraid, what would I be doing?

We read some of AJ together…
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Had you previously noticed the differences between the Gospel versions of Judas?
Do you have a preference for a particular Gospel version of Judas? 
Why do you think Judas betrayed Jesus?

Consider Acts of Service

Think about how you have experienced someone doing an act of service for you?
Share brief examples

In John’s Gospel, Jesus’ act of foot-washing follows the act of the woman who anoints Jesus. 
How is Jesus washing of the disciples’ feet similar to the woman’s act?

Reflection - Think about your neighbours:
· Do you know your neighbours’ names?
· What do I know about my neighbours?
· What needs might my neighbours have that I might meet?
· If my neighbours were to offer a gift of service or help, how would it make me feel?
Ask the group
· What is something you could do this week to deepen your relationship with your neighbours?
Closing Activity
Make plans to be able to ‘share bread’ together… 
When could this group gather for a meal or a cuppa?

Share – how is God moving through this Lenten journey with you?

Closing Prayer 

Christ – we give thanks for times past 
when we could share together freely with others.
We ask you to open our lives again 
to new possibilities of contact and gathering.
We ask for deeper meaning and appreciation 
to come as we regather with others.
We pray for those who are fearful or unable to gather with us.
We pray that we might give and receive 
with care, generosity and consciousness about each other’s wellbeing.
We receive what you have to give, 
and go forth to give ourselves. Amen
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Betrayal

Paul’'s remembrance of Jesus’ words opens with a translation problem.
The NRSV reads, “on the night when he was betrayed” (1 Corinthians 11:23).
This is a possible translation, but not the better one. The Greek term that the
NRSV translates as “betrays” is paradidomi. It literally means to “hand over.”
In the rest of Paul's letters, nowhere does the apostle say anything about
Jesus’ being betrayed. To the contrary, when Paul uses the term paradidomi
in relation to the cross, it is always God who “hands Jesus over” or “delivers
Jesus” to death. For example, in Romans 8:32, Paul speaks of God, who “did
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up [Greek: paradidomi] for all of us.”

The term even functions as wordplay in 1 Corinthians 11:23, the very
verse wherein Paul recounts the tradition of this meal. Literally, the Greek
reads, “For I received from the Lord what I also handed over [from para-
didomi] to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night when he was handed over
[from paradidomi], took bread.” Not only does the Greek lack a reference to a
“loaf,” it also uses the same term, “handed over,” twice. For Paul, there is no
“betrayal,” and so no need for a Judas.

Yet all four Gospels tell us that Judas betrayed Jesus, and all four Gospels
locate Judas at the Last Supper. As we move from Mark to Matthew to Luke
to John, Judas looks increasingly malevolent. It is therefore difficult to travel
back behind the New Testament texts and find the “real” Judas. The Gospels
leave us with different stories and so different impressions, each one worse
than the previous one. Rather than debate the historicity of Judas, we do
‘well to look at his individual stories, because here we can enter more deeply
into the heart of the Passion narrative.
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In Mark’s account, Judas begins as an exemplary disciple: on the road with the
other disciples, he heals, he exorcizes, he proclaims the good news. But immediately
after that First Supper, when the woman anoints Jesus, Mark recounts, “Then Judas
Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray him to
them” (14:10). Mark gives Judas no motive. We could speculate that Judas was upset by
the anointing, and the apparent waste, but all we have is speculation. Then, for Mark,
the first words Jesus speaks at the Last Supper are, “Truly [Amen)] I tell you, one of you
will betray me, one who is eating with me” (Mark 14:18).

In Matthew’s account, the timing following the First Supper is the same, but now
Judas has a motive: greed. According to Matthew 26:15, Judas asks the high priests,
“What will you give me if I betray him to you?” He receives the well-known “thirty
pieces of silver” (the phrase does not appear in the other Gospels, but Matthew repeats
it three times). Luke adds another detail: Judas is possessed. According to Luke 22:3,
“Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve.” And John gives
the story one more turn. Not only does John confirm Luke’s point that “the devil had
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray” Jesus (John 13:2),
but we also learn that it was Judas, and not some unnamed person or disciple, who
protested the anointing of Jesus, not because he was concerned for the poor, but be-
cause “he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into
it” (John 12:6).




image9.png
Following the betrayal, Judas disappears from Mark’s Gospel. In the Book of Acts,
Luke tells us that Judas bought a field with the monies he gained from the betrayal;
then, “falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed
out” (Acts 1:18). Within a few years, the story became even more disgusting. Papias
of Hierapolis, an early Church Father, reports that Judas had become so grotesque
that he could no longer see, because his cheeks puffed up over his eyes (the rest of
the account is even more outrageous). These are clearly cautionary tales: act like
Judas, and you too will die in a disgraceful way.

Matthew tells a different story. In Matthew’s account, Judas throws the pieces
of silver back into the Temple and then hangs himself (Matthew 27:5). The story
should remind us of Ahithophel, one of David’s advisors. Ahithophel had affiliated
himself with David’s son Absalom, who was leading a civil war, and in that capacity,
he attempted to betray David. When he realized that his plan would not succeed,
“he set his house in order, and hanged himself” (2 Samuel 17:23). For Matthew, just
as Ahithophel sought to betray David, so Judas betrayed the Son of David, and they
both suffered the same fate.
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connect the Gospel narratives of the Last Supper to Old Testament tra-
ditions of Passover and the sacrificial system,

appreciate the complexity of two major characters in the Passion story
—Peter and Judas,

reflect on foot washing as an act of humble service, and

consider our own responses to injustice and our impulse to give and

receive service.
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God of the Table,
You invite us to sit with you as you take the role of host and servant.
You share the bread and cup with a table full of people
Who are often overcome by their fears.
You kneel to wash the feet of those who misunderstand you.
You kneel to wash the feet of those who will deny you.
We know the power of a meal among loved ones
‘And we know the challenge of living in love.

Be present in our midst, Good Lord. Amen.
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