A-J Study – Week 4
Session 4 First Dinner
RISKING REJECTION
Session Goals 
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Opening Activity -
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Read Matthew 26:6-13 The Anointing at Bethany
6 Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper,[a] 7 a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at the table. 8 But when the disciples saw it, they were angry and said, ‘Why this waste? 9 For this ointment could have been sold for a large sum, and the money given to the poor.’ 10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, ‘Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a good service for me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 12 By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial. 13 Truly I tell you, wherever this good news[b] is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.’
discuss
· How do the disciples respond to this woman?
· How does Jesus respond?
· How do we respond to some good act done for us?
Anointing
Invite people to get a bit of oil – olive oil or cooking oil will do – or moisturizer…
Invite them to make the sign of the cross on the back of their hand as someone else says the words: May the peace of Christ be with you.

Opening Prayer
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Intro the AJ Video
Play Video – 8-10 minutes
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If working as individuals or pairs, give people time to read their assigned passage to themselves, then discuss together, drawing from the reading they have just done…
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In Chapter 4 of the Study Book, there are three terms:
· Christos
· Mashiach
· Myrizo
What kind of anointing is in each of the following passages…
1 Samuel 10:1	10 1 Samuel took a phial of oil and poured it on his head, and kissed him; he said, ‘The LORD has anointed you ruler over his people Israel. You shall reign over the people of the LORD and you will save them from the hand of their enemies all around. Now this shall be the sign to you that the LORD has anointed you ruler[a] over his heritage:

1 Samuel 16:13    13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

1 Kings 1:39 39 There the priest Zadok took the horn of oil from the tent and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and all the people said, ‘Long live King Solomon!’

2 Kings 9:6  6 So Jehu[a] got up and went inside; the young man poured the oil on his head, saying to him, ‘Thus says the LORD the God of Israel: I anoint you king over the people of the LORD, over Israel.

Mark 14:8
8 She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial.
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Motives for Following Jesus…
AJ introduces us to the possible motives the women in the Gospel stories had for following Jesus…
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One of the purposes of being in a faith community or fellowship is so that we can support each other along the way, yet our stories and experiences are very different from each other. Also, we are all at different life stages, but is there anything you would like to share about doing that exercise and what we could do to support one another on the journey?

Closing Activity
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Let’s give thanks for the people we have been thinking about – you might like to name them aloud…

Closing Prayer 
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Say to the group: Matthew and Mark both tell us that the story of the woman
who anoints Jesus will be told in remembrance of her, yet this story, which these two
Gospels place within the Passion story, is often not featured during Holy Week. A.-

J. says that perhaps we ought to include in our Lenten practice a “First Supper” to re-
member such unnamed women in Jesus’ journey. In memory of this story, we're going
to recreate the conversation that might happen at such a supper.

Divide into four groups. Assign each group one of the four Gospel stories that

tell the story of Jesus’ anointing:

Matthew 26:6-13
Mark 14:3-9
Luke 7:36-50
John 12:1-7

W
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Use the following questions to guide the conversation:

Who was that woman who anointed Jesus?
Why did she do it?

Who first responded to her action, and what did they say?
How did Jesus respond to them?

What do you imagine Jesus said to her?

What do you imagine happened to her?
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How does Jesus’ anointing differ from the other anointings?

How does Jesus’ anointing signal that he is a different kind of king?
What might it mean that a woman does the anointing?

What risks did the woman face at this dinner?

What risks did Jesus face at this dinner?
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Debate a Gift of Beauty

Invite the group to imagine that they are members of a memorials committee
at alocal church. Say to the group: A member of the church, whom you know is in a
financially precarious situation, has received a large amount of money from the estate
of arelative. She knows that the church has been planning a big project to refurbish
and beautify the stained glass windows and chancel area of the sanctuary. She ap-
proaches you, as members of the memorials committee, to give you most of the money
needed for that project. She does not ask for any recognition for herself or her family,
such as engraved plaques or names in the windows.

You are tasked with receiving this gift. Half of you are elated that the project can go
forward and are ready to receive the gift joyfully. The other half of you are concerned
that the woman is making her financial situation worse by not using at least some of

the money for her needs.
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Divide the group into two smaller groups, each representing one of the two
positions outlined. Have them huddle to talk about how they would defend their

position. Have them use the following questions to guide their discussion:

What biblical stories or teachings support your position?

What would Jesus do?

Now have the two groups come back together in character and discuss the
proposed gift. At the end of a period of discussion, have someone from each group
summarize the position presented by the other group.

Then say: A.-J. says that if the Gospels open up moral questions they are doing their
job. How does this situation help us think about the role of giving to something that we

see as a good? How does it help us consider our responsibility to those in need?
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What is something new you learned about the options women had in following
Jesus?

How does it change your impression of the role of women to know that some
had funds to support Jesus?

Why might they have followed Jesus?

What might they have done along with providing financial gifts?
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Now invite group members to reflect on their own motives for following
Jesus. Distribute pieces of paper and writing instruments to each participant.
Ask them to turn the paper horizontally (landscape mode) and to create a time
line of their lives with birth being at the left side of the page and the current
day being at the right. Ask them to reflect on moments in their life when they

became aware that they were following Jesus “on purpose.” Ask:

What sort of expectations, if any, did you grow up with about following
Jesus?

What were the key moments in your faith journey?

What did those moments looks like?

How did your life change following these moments?

How did other people—friends, family, co-workers, neighbors—feel about
your change? What did you risk?
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Remember the People Important to You

Invite the group to reflect on the time line they created in the earlier activ-
ity. Ask them to consider silently the people who were important in their lives
at the times when their faith was growing. Ask:

Who challenged you to see something new?

Who helped you name something within yourself that you found hard to
name?

Who helped you see a larger purpose for your life?

Did someone you did not know, or did not know well, ever give you a gift
you did not expect? How did that make you feel?
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God who blesses us with community,

We give thanks for the people whose names we have spoken.
We give thanks that we do not walk this Lenten journey alone.
And we pray that we may take the risk of blessing as well.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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understand the different roles women play in the story of Jesus and his
disciples,

appreciate the different roles of anointing in the Bible,

consider the nature of our giving to the poor and what it means to give
to what we think is good, and

reflect on our motives for following Jesus.
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Say to the group: As we continue our Lenten journey together with Jesus, today
We are going to recall the woman who anointed Jesus. As we will see, the Gospels
tell various versions of this story that emphasize different themes. Listen as we
read Matthew’s version for how Jesus and the disciples respond to the woman’s
act.
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God of Extravagant Giving,

You bless us with the impulse to respond to suffering with care.
Like the woman who anointed Jesus,

You give costly gifts so that we can know blessings.
Help us not to offer you gifts that cost us nothing.

Help us to risk being generous,

And help us to see your image in the face of everyone we meet. Amen.




