A-J Study – Week 2
Session 3 TEACHINGS
RISKING CHALLENGE
Session Goals 
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Foundation Passage	Mark 12:28-31
28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ 29 Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 31 The second is this, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.’

Opening Activity - Ask people to grab their wallets and pull out some money…
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Opening Prayer
We are following you, Jesus, 
down paths that challenge our allegiances and risk our comforts.
We are watching to see what you will do.
Will you say the expected thing or do the unexpected?
Will you be true to whom we assume you are
	Or will you surprise us once again?
We see the costly journey of your Passion
	And we wonder at the risks you took.
We want to believe like you believe
	In the power of God’s love. Amen [Truly]

Intro the AJ Video
This week, in the video, and in Chapter 3 of the book, AJ focuses on Jesus’ teachings in the Temple and the risks he takes in delivering his message and confronting challengers.
Play Video – 8-10 minutes
Have someone Read aloud Mark 12:28-34
28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ 29 Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 31 The second is this, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.’ 32 Then the scribe said to him, ‘You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that “he is one, and besides him there is no other”; 33 and “to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength”, and “to love one’s neighbour as oneself”,—this is much more important than all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices.’ 34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’ After that no one dared to ask him any question.
Jesus sums up the Law by lifting up two Old Testament commands as primary: loving God and loving our neighbour. 
Divide into two groups to read and reflect on the following questions
Group or pair 1 		Deuteronomy 6 
Group or pair 2		Leviticus 19
1. What verses contain the command you are looking for?
2. Given the context, why does this command seem important?
3. What other kinds of love are talked about in this Chapter?
After there has been time in small groups or pairs, ask:
· What did you learn about what it means to love God or your neighbour?
· If we took these commands seriously, 						what would have to change in our lives and our churches?
· What would we need to risk to make changes?
The Meaning of the Greatest Commandment
Read from AJ’s book:
Thus, the scribe in Mark 12, who is impressed with Jesus’ teaching, asks an earnest rather than snarky question, “Which commandment is the first of all?” (v. 28). Which is primary? Which should be the guide by which others are to be understood? The scribe wants to know. 
Jesus provides him an answer that would have been familiar. He begins by citing Deuteronomy 6:4-5, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength’ ” (Mark 12: 29-30). This verse is part of Judaism’s daily liturgy, and I cannot remember a time when I did not know these words. Yet when I read this verse in the Gospels, I was surprised to find the reference to “all your mind,” because that is not in Deuteronomy. Jesus not only cites the verse, he adds to it. How Jewish! One takes a commandment, and then extends it to be sure that it is followed appropriately. In Judaism, this practice is known as “building a fence around the Law”; the practice helps us better follow what God wants us to do. 
Then Jesus cites Leviticus 19:18, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” We have seen these two verses put together earlier in the Gospel tradition. They are cited not by Jesus, but by the lawyer to whom Jesus will tell the famous parable of the good Samaritan. 
The scribe is impressed. He acknowledges Jesus’ response by repeating it and then concluding, “This is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices” (Mark 12:33). Of course it is; no one would doubt that. There are greater commandments and lesser commandments. All are important, but some have greater weight than others.
Levine, Amy-Jill. Entering the Passion of Jesus [Large Print] (pp. 79-80). Abingdon Press. Kindle Edition.  

Discuss the role of the Greatest Commandment in relation to the rest of ‘The Law’…
· What does it mean to die by the Law?
· What does it mean to live by the Law?
· When has following God’s commands helped you feel freedom of joy?

Read The Widow’s Offering (Mark 12:41-44)
41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.’

Activity: Improvisation re-enactment…
Assign roles:
· Jesus, teaching in the Temple
· Rich people/person
· Widow with 2 coins
· Disciple/s
Give them a few moments to think about and write themselves a couple of lines of what they might say in the situation.
Ask them to perform their reenactment.
When they have finished, ask:
· What did you notice in the improv that you have not noticed in the reading?
· What do you think we are supposed to think about the widow?
· In what ways is her gift a sign of what Jesus is giving in his Passion journey?
Read what A-J writes about the system of reciprocity…
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Discuss
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Consider the Pharisees and Herodians 
Read Mark 12:13-17
13 Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap him in what he said. 14 And they came and said to him, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality, but teach the way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not? 15 Should we pay them, or should we not?’ But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, ‘Why are you putting me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me see it.’ 16 And they brought one. Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ 17 Jesus said to them, ‘Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ And they were utterly amazed at him.
Jesus is aware of the hypocrisy of those who question him, but the Pharisees and Herodians had interests that are familiar to us. As we read, let’s note:
· What were the interests of each group?
· How do you think they would answer the question they asked Jesus?
· In what ways are we asking similar questions today?
AJ writes… [discuss the questions after reading]
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Reflect on our Theme of Money
Think about what you spent money on in the last few days. 
(you are not being asked to share details)
Personal reflection:
· How typical was this of your spending habits?
· What do your spending habits reveal about what you value?
· To whom or what are we giving our money?
For discussion:
· What steps might you take?
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Closing Activity

Meditate on Love

Say to the group: Jesus’ teachings in the Temple challenge us to think about
what we love and how we can love God and neighbor more. We sometimes know
‘we have love only when it is tested. And in those times of testing, we can trust the
love that Jesus had that offers our raw honesty to God.

Invite the group members to spend a few minutes in silence reflecting on
areas in their own lives where they feel their love is being tested. What would
you tell God about the challenges you are facing? Whom do you need to love

more?

Closing Prayer

Offer the following prayer or one of your own:

God of love,

Who walked the journey of life and death with us,
In Jesus you were tested and tried.
When we are tested and tried,

Help us remember the love in which we were created,

And which is never ending. Amen.
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As aresult of conversations and activities connected with this session, group members should begin to

identify the tensions on display in the challenges to Jesus’ teaching in the Temple,
consider the implications of Jesus’ teachings for our own Lenten reflections,
understand the Great Commandment as it relates to other sections of Old Testament Law, and

explore the meaning of taxes in the context of Jesus’ day and in our own times.
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Say to the group: In this session, we will be reviewing two times when money was a part of Jesus’ teaching
in the Temple. Money plays a significant role in our lives, even if we feel we have too little of it. Let's spend [1]
aminute looking at the piece of money in front of us. And we can even stop here to recall that terms regarding
money impact our language: e spent time, and we spend money. What we “spend” is usually something of
value.

Invite group members to observe the currency in front of them. Ask them to note their answers to the
following questions in silence:

What are the most prominent images on this currency?
What words are most prominent?

How do the words and images make me feel about the country that issued this currency?

Now invite group reflection on the following questions:

What do the words and images on this currency say about what we value as a country?
What does this currency say about who we are and what we stand for?

How much of a claim do these values have on us as people who carry and use this money?
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She is in the Temple, and we should see her there, for at least five reasons.
First, and most prominent, she knows that this institution will provide for
her, as it did for the prophet Anna, the widow whom we met earlier in the
Temple in Luke 2:36. When congregants come to church on Easter Sunday,
after they have spent time observing Lent, finding just the right tie, or just the
right pair of shoes, do they consider those who might be in need?

Second, the Temple is a place—as the church should be—that welcomes
both rich and poor. Yet there are a number of churches where a poor person,
lacking the right clothes or the right zip code, would fear to step. More, there
are a number of churches where formerly well-off people—whose invest-
ment failed, whose accounts are depleted because of medical bills, who have
overextended—try to keep up appearances. They are among us, just hanging
on, afraid to say anything. They need to know that the church will help them,
support them, and not shame them.

Third, the Temple—as the church should be—is a place where all donations
are of value. We might think of the member of the congregation who is on
limited income. He too comes into the church, and he too puts what he has
in the collection plate. We do not tell him, “Keep your money.” That would
humiliate him. Even the poorest of the poor have something to contribute. At
the same time, we make sure that the money collected will be available to peo-
ple who need the electric bill paid, transportation to get to work, or help with
medical bills. Wholehearted donation has to be matched by wholehearted
support.
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Why is this story about more than the widow’s self-sacrifice?

How did the Temple system support the poor?

What kind of support does your faith community offer to its most vulner-
able members and other vulnerable people in the community?

What more could it do?
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The story starts with a trap. Matthew makes clear that the Pharisees and
the Herodians don’t care about the question of taxation; they care about
making Jesus look bad in the eyes of the people. The opponents begin well
enough by calling Jesus “teacher” (the Greek term here is didaskalos, which
underlies the English word didactic). Then they say, ironically, what is true:
they call Jesus “sincere,” they affirm that he does “teach the way of God in ac-
cordance with the truth,” and they praise him for not regarding “people with
partiality.” Put another way, he does not defer to anyone or, as my students
will sometimes say, he does not suck up. Given their acknowledgment of these
attributes, we might think that these Pharisees and Herodians were followers

of Jesus. But they are not. They are hypocrites, and their flattery is false.




